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Dear friends in Christ,  
 
Sharon: “Pastor, you’re late as today is December 17th and it is the deadline to get the newsletter article or 
letter into me.  And Oh by the way, the group of volunteers will be in to put the newsletter together early on the 
22nd and it will be going out then as well, so no grace this month.”  [It doesn’t seem possible but Sharon will be 
retiring the end of December.] 
 
Our Kids: “Oh by the way, we’re coming home the weekend before Christmas instead of the weekend after 
Christmas.”  
 
Barb: “Dr. Duellman told me I had a choice to have the hip replacement on December 8th instead of end of 
January and I told him December 8th.  I hope that is alright.” 
  

 How is your Advent season going?  Does it feel like it always 
does this time of year when life keeps getting busier and the 
deadlines seem to keep getting quicker and the days seem to speed 
away and we somehow, year after year continue to cram as much 
into our lives as we possibly can during this month.  Looking on my 
desk, in front of the computer screen, I have some recent children’s 
art.  The Hofer children used their hands to form a pattern, one to 
hold the Baby Jesus and the other to be a camel that the wise men 
used to follow the star.  This brings me back to the reality of 
Christmas and what that means for you and I as Christians.  

 Christmas is as pure Gospel (Good News) as you can get.  “God so loved (you and I) that He sent His one 
and only son, that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have everlasting life.”  God, setting aside His 
Divinity and stepping into our world as one of us—to take our place—to fulfill what we could not do.  It sounds 
too good to be true, yet the Scriptures in clear detail tell the events of this wonderful salvation.  
 The Shepherd and the wise men remind us that we aren’t done—we aren’t called to be an audience.  We 
aren’t called to be consumers—simply to consume the Gospel for our own needs.  We are called to do as the 
Shepherds and the Wise men did—First to come and see and then to go and tell.  If it sounds complicated—it’s 
not. We can let others around us see the Gospel in our actions and in our words.  It is the least that we can do 
as we are indeed ready to celebrate.  Busy—of course you are—but you’re not too busy for the important 
things in your life like worship, Holy Communion, Prayer, serving your neighbor.  The Lord will go with you in 
2015—He will bless you and He will see you through!  Below are a couple of items of interest! 
  

Pastor John 
 

PS:  Pray for Diane, Scott, Ann, Tabby, Tara and Nick as they join with workers from St. Paul and head to 
Guatemala the first weekend in January.  Sending service is on December 28th at 8:45 service.  

PS:  Sharon Riedel is retiring December 31 and an appreciation dinner will be on January 4th after the 10:30 
worship.  Please let us know if you are attending so food can be planned for.  

PS:  Next month we will introduce you to our new Church Secretary.  
PS:  We will have a one year celebration of our Inspired Journey in February and thank you for your 

continued support.  We seek to “Continue strong in our Inspired Journey.” 
 
 



  

New Year…New Beginning? 
 

And He who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” 
Also He said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”  

~Revelation 21:5 ESV 
 

 May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all as we 
begin this new year.  New Year’s is a very interesting 
holiday, at least to me it is.  As you stop to ponder what it is 
we are celebrating, what comes to mind?  The new calendar 
we received from a family member, friend or local business 
can now be used?  Maybe we can celebrate that we get to 
retrain ourselves to write down 2015 after writing 2014 for 
the last year.  I mean seriously, January 1st is the first day of 
the beginning of the month and it just so happens to mark 
the start of the year.  No other month gets a holiday just 
because it began, unless you count April fool’s day. 
   
 In reality, many people look to January 1st or New Year’s 
as a new beginning.  The opportunity to right some wrongs 
from the previous year, maybe set some new goals, shed 
some pounds and so on.  However, there is no reason why 
we can’t set goals, begin a new exercise program or seek to 
be better during any point of the year.  This brings me to my 
next point, which is, that looking to January first or the New 
Year for our new beginning is the wrong place to look. 

 
 Our Lord Jesus Christ spoke to John in a vision as recorded in the book of Revelation stating that it was He 
that was making all things new.  This New Year, before you set your resolutions, goals, aspirations or whatever 
you may call it, look to Jesus Christ who is the One making all things new.  Begin with Jesus; seek first the 
Kingdom of God and His righteousness and all these things will be added to you. 
  
 If your goal is to get out of debt, then consider biblical financial stewardship practices.  If your goal is to 
lose weight or to prepare for a 5k, then remember that the Bible tells us in 1 Corinthians chapter 6 that our 
body is a temple and that we are to honor God with our bodies.  Therefore, take care of your bodies through 
exercise and a healthy diet.  It really all comes down to biblical stewardship.  How we manage our bodies, our 
resources and our relationships in God pleasing ways. 
  
 My prayer for you all, is that you begin not only New Year’s with Jesus first, but every day that follows.  So I 
say again, may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all as we begin this new year.  Amen 

 
Our Savior has Come! 

Pastor Tim Ritter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

Inspired Report for the first 8 months of our Inspi red Journey! 
 

We remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by 
love, and your endurance INSPIRED by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

1 Thessalonians 1:3 
 

Your Inspired efforts at Immanuel continue to bring exciting changes in God’s Kingdom as we journey forward. 
Here are a several comments overheard recently:  

• “Things at church are getting better and it’s good to see and experience.”  
• “This Story is really good.  I love how it’s written.”   
• “Our church continues to get friendlier every week.”  
• “It’s fun to see LG in front of the congregation asking us to help with community needs.”  
• “The NLSA presentation was inspiring as God has blessed us!”  

 
Goals are being worked and completed—here are a few: redesigned website; increased enrollment 
Immanuel’s school ministry of 17; two mission trips completed and two more planned; technology upgrade at 
church/school office and in our classrooms; weekly offering has increased; Immanuel’s school ministry 
achieved NLSA accreditation this fall; baptisms continue to grow in 2014; an AV upgrade for recording at 
church; power door openers at church; more people are taking advantage of Joyful Response and online 
giving.  All and all, we are continuing to “Share  the Good News of Jesus, Grow  in Faith and Serve  
Community.”  Nice Job!!! 
 
To make these goals a reality, we knew we needed to fund the mission.  Dreams are simply dreams until they 
are made concrete and funded.  To do the kind of ministry that we are doing takes commitment of time and 
investment of our resources on our part.  The rewards are great as we see families being transformed by the 
Gospel of Jesus and relationships are built.  Thank you for your commitment and your investment.   So, 
here are some of our investments over the last 8 months.  Remember that our financial goal for this 2 year 
journey was $2.4 million.  All of our general offerings, Inspired offerings, school and tuition count toward our 
goal.  So here goes for the first 8 months (March 16th - November 16th): Offerings were $478,618 and Tuition 
was $239,941 for a total of $718,559. Eight months is 1/3 of our 2 year journey and so if we only assume the 
same for the next 16 months, our total would be $2,155,667.  This means we would be short of our goal by 
$244,323 or $122,163 a year.  We see this as a success as we are improving each week.  This means year 
two will be even better.  We also are aware that we are in December now and all of you are very generous in 
December.  
 
There are several good points we should consider.  Weekly offerings have increased by over $2000 per week 
so far this year.  This is a good sign and an ever increasing amount is coming from our automated giving 
(Joyful Response).  We increased our number of school choice enrollment by 17 (26 total).  All this has helped 
and we are thankful. 
 
In February, we have a celebration of sorts as we commit to “Continue Strong”.  There will be those who did 
not get involved, but may be moved by the Spirit to change that.  There will be those who may choose to invest 
more.  There will be our new members who have committed to our effort.  Watch out as with God’s Inspiration, 
the results can be overwhelming!  We can encourage those who did not get involved in the inspired effort to 
change that and look for over and above ways to help.  We can look at our own giving and ask the question, is 
there a way I can help even more.  Our new members have asked about this effort and we are informing them.  
You see, we can choose to “Continue our Inspired Journey and do it well!”  We are seeking to honor God 
with our response.  Prayerfully consider where you are in this journey and how God is using your generosity to 
build His kingdom.  

 
Inspired in Christ, 

Brian Hanson, Tony Belanger, Quinn Hansen, Jon Lee, Pastor John 
 
 



  

JANUARY 2015 STEWARDSHIP 
 
Stewardship doesn’t have to be difficult.  We often make it more difficult than it need be.  The fundamentals of 
stewardship come from answering these basic questions:  Who are you?  To whom do I give?  And how 
much?  It’s that simple.  
 
So who are you?  Look at the Table of Duties in the Small Catechism.  Are you a hearer of God’s Word?  Are 
you a citizen of society?  Are you a member of a family?  Stewardship covers these three estates:  church, 
society, family.  We don’t particularly struggle to give to society or family.  Our struggles, our difficulties and 
questions, arise in giving to the church.  
 
So what are our stewardship duties as members of the church?  The Table of Duties gives us a guide.  If you 
are a hearer, a member of the church who receives instruction, St. Paul taught: “Anyone who receives 
instruction in the word must share all good things with his instructor” (Galatians 6:6).  This means that the local 
congregation is primary.  
 
The primary recipient of stewardship resides here.  Your pastor is the one called to preach the Gospel to you 
and administer the Lord’s blessed sacraments to you.  Your congregation is the place where those things are 
given out.  Therefore, we give to the local congregation to ensure that this continues.  We don’t vote with our 
giving.  We don’t let the pastor or the congregation know we are unhappy by how we give: because we are 
supposed to see our giving as giving to our Lord!  
 
Thus, when God calls us to give to the church, He has His work in mind – especially right where we live.  For 
“the Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should receive their living from the gospel” (1 
Corinthians 9:14).  “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked.  A man reaps what he sows” (Galatians 6:7).  
 
How much do we give to the local congregation?  Our only instructions are these: to give regularly (1 
Corinthians 6:1–2), proportionally (1 Corinthians 16:1–2; 2 Corinthians 8:12), and generously (2 Corinthians 
8:20) of our first fruits (Genesis 4:4; Proverbs 3:9; Leviticus 27:30) with a spirit of eagerness (2 Corinthians  
9:2), earnestness (2 Corinthians 8:7), cheerfulness (2 Corinthians 9:7), and love (2 Corinthians 8:23).  
 
In other words, giving to the church is not to be an afterthought, given after everything else is spent.  In this 
way, it is deliberate.  We set it aside beforehand, before anything else is spent.  From those first fruits, we set 
aside a proportionate and generous amount.  Ten percent was the standard for the Israelites.  This was a 
command for them.  We’re not bound to that command in the same way as they were.  Just like we are not 
bound to all the regulations of the Sabbath day (no physical labor, no hot meals, etc.).  But the pattern remains: 
Christians still gather for worship once a week, for how could we do less than the Israelites did?  Likewise, 
does it seem right that we would support the New Testament ministry at a rate less than the Israelites 
supported the Old Testament ministry? 
 
And how are we to give it?  We give it with eagerness and earnestness.  We give it cheerfully and with love, 
not out of compulsion.  For through the preaching of the Gospel and the administration of the Sacraments, God 
has made us His children, forgiven us all our sins, given us grace upon grace, promised us life everlasting with 
Him in His kingdom, and filled us with His own Spirit, the Holy Spirit.  This makes giving a joy.  For it is more 
blessed to give than to receive (Acts 20:35).  
 
It’s that easy.  And it is joyful.  For in stewardship, our gracious and giving Lord invites us to take part in the 
work that He accomplishes here on earth, providing for the ongoing preaching of the Gospel as well as those 
who are in need.  Taking part in that, makes all our work holy work, work that is done in service to the Lord as 
priestly members of His kingdom.  
 
 
 
 
 



  
Hello Brothers and Sisters in Christ! 

 
 As Andy Williams sang back in the 60’s, it really is the most 
wonderful time of the year!!  There is so much happening at Immanuel!  
As I type, we are in the middle of our Penny War, we just sang at The 
Renaissance, we baked TONS of cookies (some of them are still in my 
office!) and I’m hearing from students here and there who are so 
appreciative of the College Care Packages we sent.  We are also 
planning for some great Christmas parties in youth and family ministry, 
as well as our Family Fun Night December 28th!  While all of this is 
happening, there are still many ministries that just keep on going like 
nothing has changed:  regular confirmation, Bible studies, youth events, 
babies are born, God’s faithful servants are called home, and God 
continues to provide us with opportunities to share His love and the 
amazing Gospel message each and every day. 
 

 Our chapel theme this month has been “We are Inspired to Serve the World.”  I think we’re pointed in the 
right direction!  Many thanks go out to all of our members who have taken part in any (or all!) of these 
initiatives.  God has truly blessed our family, and you are all such a great blessing to this community and the 
world! 
  
 In the past month we have raised $230 (and counting!) PLUS a television through our Penny War to help 
families in our communities (I can’t wait to see what was brought in on the last Sunday)!  We provided gifts to 
numerous children across the state who could not celebrate with their parent(s) this year.  We collected warm 
clothes for children and adults alike, and we donated countless meals to families in our community.  What does 
God have planned for us in the coming year?  I have no idea, but I trust that it is amazing! 
 
 By the time this message reaches you, Christmas day will have come and gone, with many of its 
celebrations.  Please don’t let the celebration of our greatest gift end there!  We have used the Advent season 
these last two years striving to have a positive impact on the world in Christ’s name.  These opportunities will 
not end with Christmas Day!  We are all incredibly blessed, and God has given us these blessings for a reason 
– to share His love with the world around us!  Please join your Immanuel Family in continuing to focus on the 
blessings rather than stressing about the bills, deadlines, and whatever else might be stressing you. 
 
 
In His Service, 
Tara Barrett, DCE 
tbarrett@immanuelrapids.com 
715-451-3387 (cell)  
715-423-3260 x12 (office) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

P.S.  On a more personal note:  Nick and I will be leaving for Guatemala January 3rd-10th.  Please keep our 
mission team in your prayers!   

 
 
 
 
 



  
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Board of Directors Meeting – December 15, 2014 
 
 
Dale Dix called the meeting to order at 4:30. 
 
Pastor John opened with Advent responsive reading, song and prayer. 
 
Approval of Minutes from November 17, 2014:  Motion by Ron Karnatz, second by Brian Betts to approve 
minutes.  Motion carried. 
 
Official Acts:  Motion by Pastor John, second by Ron Karnatz to accept.  Motion carried. 
 
Pastor John, Pastor Tim and Tara Barrett’s reports are available. 
 
Treasurer’s Report and Financial Secretary’s Report are available. 
 
President’s Report is available.  In an effort to reduce construction costs, President Tim reported he met with 
Chris Voelker, Dale Dix and a representative from a new design/build construction company, Consolidated 
Construction, from the Appleton area.  Consolidated Construction is familiar with building churches and may be 
able to help reduce the cost of a new worship facility and yet keep all the elements desired.  Several more 
meetings are planned after the first of the year at a cost of $1500.00.  Money will come from funds already 
approved  for architect and design of a new worship facility. 
 
Principal’s Report, Minutes from the Ministry of Day School December 1st Meeting, Child Care Reports and 
Budgets available. 
 
Lois Gellerman, Chairman Human Care, reported all poinsettia’s have been delivered and she was thankful for 
the groceries donated by the congregation for Christmas baskets for our member families in need. 
 
Old Business 
 
A Retirement Party is being planned for Sharon Riedel January 4th following the 10:30 Service.  Sharon is 
retiring after 26 ½ years of dedicated service as Immanuel’s Church Secretary.  Invitations and RSVP 
responses have been in the weekly bulletins; please complete and return to an usher or the Church Office if 
you will be attending, so the appropriate amount of food is ordered. 
 
New Business 
 
Motion by Pastor John, second by Lois Gellerman to approve the appointment of Sharon Riedel to fill the 
remaining term of Financial Secretary beginning January 1, 2015.  Motion carried. 
Motion by Paul Vollert, second by Jonathon Lee to approve the 2015 Employee Housing Allowances.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Board of Director’s Meeting time is changed from 6:30 to 4:45 on the third Monday of the month.  Next Board 
Meeting is January 19, 2015 at 4:45. 
 
Motion to adjourn made at 5:30 by Brian Betts, second by Ron Karnatz.  Motion carried. 
 
Members Present:  Pastor John, Pastor Tim, Brian Betts, Tim Sullivan, Dale Dix, Tony Belanger, Lois 
Gellerman, Ron Karnatz, Jon Lee, Caitlin Shuda, Paul Vollert and Pauline Szelagowski. 
 
Members Absent:  Amy Stromley 
 
Respectfully Submitted, Pauline Szelagowski, Recording Secretary 



  



  
ITEMS OR FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER  

Items from the various organizations and 
committees need to be ready and handed in by 
THURSDAY, January 14, 2015,  for the 
FEBRUARY 2015 NEWSLETTER .  You may send 
or bring your articles to the church office, 111 11th 
Street North, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494, call 
715-423-3260 or email them to 
mmertens@immanuelrapids.com or 
sriedel@immanuelrapids.com.  Thank you 
. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
The Renaissance and Harmony House 

Pastor John and Pastor Tim will have a Bible 
Study/Chapel Service January 8 at Harmony House 
(2 p.m.) and The Renaissance (2:45 p.m.).  If you 
or a family member is a resident at these places, 
we invite you to attend. 

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING 

Blood Pressure Screenings are being 
offered the second Sunday of the month 
by our nurses, who are members of our 
congregation.  They will be available in 
the narthex of the church on Sunday, 
January 11 following the early service 

and before the 10:30 a.m. worship service to check 
your blood pressure.  Thank you for helping in this 
worthwhile project for our members. 

 

THANK YOU 
Dear friends, thank you for your prayers, 
encouragement and special treatment during this 
time of healing from my hip-replacement.  It has 
meant a lot!  Sister in Christ, Barb Grohs 

 
Sharon Riedel, our church secretary is retiring after 
more than 26 years of dedicated service on 
December 31, 2014.  A retirement event is planned 
to honor her on Sunday, January 4, 2015.  There 
will be a meal and program following the 10:30 a.m. 
worship service.  A RSVP is dearly requested to 
help plan for food.  Please respond by filling out the 
RSVP form enclosed in this newsletter or call Cliff 
Starr at 715-424-2614 or the church office 715-423-

3260. 
 

Help Needed With 

Christmas Decorations 
We will be taking down the 
Christmas decorations at 
church on Saturday, January 
10 at 9 a.m.  Help is needed to 

take them down and pack them away until next 
year.  We hope to see you there. 
 

Evening Guild News 
Evening Guild ladies will meet on Tuesday, January 
13, 2015 at 7 p.m. in the Church Fellowship Hall.  
This is the 64th birthday of Evening Guild.  We will 
vote on Charitable Contributions and have 
installation of officers.  Hostesses are Mary Gyrion 
and Marie Miller.  Health Kit Item to bring is light-
weight bath towels, dark color recommended.  
Monthly prayer is for all members of our 
congregation serving in the Armed Forces in the 
United States and abroad. 
 

Ladies Aid News 
Ladies Aid ladies will meet on Wednesday, January 
28, 2015 with time and place to be announced 
later.  Check the weekly announcements.  This will 
be our Mission and Christian Growth program and 
collect mites.  Hostesses for the meeting are 
Loretta Erickson and Leona Dhein. 
 

2014 CHURCH CONTRIBUTIONS 

Please have your 2014 Church Contributions into 
the church office by Wednesday, December 31, 
2014.  Thank you 

 CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

 If you have a change of address, please 
phone the church office immediately at 715-423-
3260 or let us know by mail that you are moving 
or have moved.  We pay for each newsletter 
that is returned for change of address from 
the post office.  They DO NOT FORWARD 
BULK MAIL.  
 For those of you who have email please 
call the church office with your email 
address as we are moving towards emailing 
your newsletter to reduce our costs of 
printing and mailing. Thank you in helping 
us.  We will still send out to those who do 
not have an email.   
 



  
CHRISTMAS and NEW YEAR’S 

OFFICE HOURS 
Church and School offices will be closed December 
24th, 25th and 26th for Christmas vacation and also 
January 1st and 2nd.  Please plan ahead for 
business and scrip purchases.  Thank you. 
 
 

“Joyful Response ” 
I missed church this weekend!  But, the Lord will 
receive my Offering!  How?  Through an Electronic 
Funds Transfer program called “Joyful Response”.  
And, I still get a box of envelopes, to make extra 
offerings.  Come, join me with Joyful Response!  
See Marlene, Church Secretary or by giving her a 
call and she will send you a form. 

 

2015 Offering Envelopes 
The 2015 Offering Envelopes are available in the 
church fellowship hall in alphabetical order (Joyful 
Response you will still have the envelope number 
you currently had in 2014 and your labels will be 
highlighted in yellow).  If you cannot find your 
offering envelopes please let the church office 
know and a box will be made up for you.  The 
offering envelopes will be at the Church/School 
Office on Monday, January 5. 

 

New Year’s Eve Offering 
 Your New Year’s Eve Offering Envelope and 
plate offering go into the General Fund of Immanuel 
Lutheran Church. 
 Christmas Eve Offering Envelope and plate 
offering go for the many charities that Immanuel 
supports throughout the year. 
 Christmas Day Offering Envelopes and plate 
offering go into the General Fund of Immanuel 
Lutheran Church. 
 

Casual Get-Together Lunch 
The Casual Get-Together Lunch will meet on 
Monday, January 26 at 11:30 a.m. at Perkins for 
those who have lost their spouses.  Invite friends 
and other members, who have lost their spouses to 
come and join us for a brief devotion and great time 
of fellowship and lunch.  If you have questions 
please call Lenora Fletcher at 715-423-7994.   

 

SPLINTERS FROM THE BOARD 

Board of Directors Meeting – December 15, 2014 

Our Mission Statement 
“Immanuel Lutheran Church and School exists to shar e 
the love of Jesus Christ, grow in faith and serve 
community.” 

Our Vision Statement 

“Immanuel Lutheran Church and School seeks to be a joy 
filled, Christ centered family, equipped, encouraged and 
empowered for acts of love as we honor God throughout the 
community.” 
 
The Board of Directors Minutes from December 15, 
2014 is included in this newsletter.   

 
Officers of the Congregation 

President, Tim Sullivan 715-347-7697 
Vice-President, Dale Dix 715-424-1409 
Treasurer, Jon Lee 715-421-1373 
Recording Secretary, Pauline Szelagowski 715-423-0767  
Financial Secretary, Sharon Riedel (Appointed)  

Directors Of Ministries 
Ministry of Christian Day Sch. Paul Vollert 715-570-6455 
Ministry of Discipleship, Caitlin Shuda 715-424-3170 
Ministry of Human Care, Lois Gellerman 715-421-5829  
Ministry of Outreach, (Vacant)  
Ministry of Parish Ed, (Vacant)  
Ministry of Property, Dennis Hall (Temporary) 715-569-3995 
Ministry of Stewardship, Tony Belanger 715-213-7823 
Ministry of Worship, Ron Karnatz 715-421-5691 
Ministry of Youth, Amy Stromley 715-423-3992 

 
Board of Elders 

Cliff Starr 715-424-2614 
Merlyn Koopman, Dennis Martin, John Sawaska, Irv Vollert, 
and Brian Hanson 

Auxiliaries 
Evening Guild, Diane Reetz 715-424-2824 
Ladies Aid, LaVerne Habeck 715-423-4092 
Men’s Club, Charles Karnatz 715-423-6471 

Professional Staff 
The Rev. John K. Grohs, Senior Pastor 715-423-3260 
The Rev. Timothy M. Ritter, Associate Pastor 715-423-3260 
Tara Barrett, DCE 715-423-3260  
Mr. Brian Betts, Principal 715-423-0272 
Mr. Ted Voelker, Athletic Director 715-423-0272 
Church Office Number – 111 11th St. N. 715-423-3260 
School Office Number – 111 11th St. N. 715-423-0272 
Church Phone Number – 160 8th St. N. 715-423-5190 
Pastor John’s Phone Number  715-410-4160 
Pastor Tim’s Phone Number 715-558-4054 
(Land lines must dial “1” first for both Pastors’ Phone Numbers)  
Emergency Line 715-204-4133 
 

REMINDER NOTE 
TO BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Please have your reports emailed or brought in to 
the Church Secretary by Wednesday, January 14 
to be included for the Board Meeting on Monday, 
January 19 at 4:45 p.m. (NOTE TIME CHANGE is 
now at 4:45 p.m. and not 6:30 p.m.)   



  
IMMANUEL PRAYER GROUP 

The Immanuel Prayer Group meets every Sunday 
from 10 – 10:30 a.m. in the sanctuary of the church 
and we need you to join us too!  Come and pray for 
our church, our community, our country, and your 
special needs.  Come and go as you are able!  God 
CAN do immeasurable more than all we can ask or 
imagine!  Ephesians 3:20. 

 
LADIES QUILTERS 

Ladies Quilters meet Tuesdays at 8:30 
a.m. in the lower level of the church.  
Come and join the ladies and help with 
the quilting project.  The ladies will not 

meet December 23 and 30 but will resume on 
January 6, 2015 at 8:30 a.m.  They will be happy to 
help you and show you what to do.  The ladies are 
always in need of inner material for liners such as 
bedding, mattress pads, electric blankets, and old 
blankets.  Please bring to the lower level of the 
church and mark for QUILTING. 
 To make at home these are the quilting 
directions:  Recommended fabric: cotton, cotton 
blends, twill, corduroy, fleece, and bamboo.  
Finished size: 62 X 82.  Seam allowance: ½ inch or 
more.  Tops/backing can be made from whole 
pieces of fabric or any type of patchwork pattern of 
smaller pieces: examples are twelve 21-inch 
squares; forty-eight 11-inch squares; or use 
rectangles or create your own.  (Make sure there 
are no stains or holes in the fabric). 
 

College, Technical or 
Military Bound 

 Please let the Church Office know if you are 
going to college, technical school or into the military 
and what your current address will be so our church 
records can be updated.  Need your name, school 
you will be attending, address that you will receive 
mail at or if going into the military your mailing 
address.  If you have an email please include this 
information too. 
 If you have finished your schooling and have 
relocated please let us know your current address 
so we can update our files and what your current 
occupation is also.  If you have an email please 
include this too.  Send to Immanuel Lutheran 
Church Office, 111 11th Street North, Wisconsin 
Rapids, WI 54494 or email to 
sriedel@immanuelrapids.com or by calling 715-
423-3260, ext. 10.  
 
 

Lutheran Laymen’s League 
 The Lutheran Laymen’s League Zone 17 
meeting will be Friday, January 9  at 6:00 p.m.  at 
St. John Lutheran Church, 8020 South Park Road, 
Kellner.  Baked Chicken dinner will be served.  
Program TBA.  Any contributing sponsor of 
Lutheran Hour Ministries is a member of the 
Lutheran Laymen’s League and welcome to attend.  
Make your reservations with Duane Steinke at 715-
423-2716 by Tuesday, January 6 
. 

BETHESDA THRIFT SHOP 

 The 120 volunteers from the Bethesda Thrift Shop 
in the Rapids Mall want to wish you all a very Joy-
filled New Year!  As we begin another year we want 
to thank you all for your support by shopping at our 
store.  We had a very successful year and many 
lives of our intellectually and physically 
handicapped folks we serve were enhanced by 
your support of the Bethesda Thrift Shop.  Please 
continue that support and ask others to come and 
shop with you.  January sales include 50% off on 
Yellow-tagged clothing and special sales on items 
that we need to clear out.  Thanks again! 

 

Lutheran Witness Subscriptions 
New and renewal subscriptions for 2015 of the 
Lutheran Witness are due by Wednesday, 
December 31, 2014 by sending your check payable 
to Immanuel Lutheran Church to the Church Office.  
The subscription runs from March 2015 until 
February 2016 and the cost of the subscription for a 
year is $22.01.  If you have never seen a 
subscription of this magazine there are copies at 
the Church/School Office with interesting articles of 
our synod and also the North Wisconsin District 
News.  Come and check out a copy. 

ARTS COUNCIL 

January 30, 2015 Good Vibrations (A tribute to The 
Beach Boys) and the cost is $29.  This exciting 
show takes us on a musical journey of sun, surf 
and cars as these incredible musicians and 
performers capture the harmonies of The Beach 
Boys.  Tickets are available at the Arts Council, 
1040 8th Street South, Suite 101 or by calling 715-
424-2787, they also have flex pass pricing 6+ show 
season ticket save 15%; 5 show season ticket save 
10%; and 4 show season ticket save 5%.  Dallas 
Brass will be the entertainment on February 20, 
2015 and the cost is $24.  The Dallas Brass 
repertoire includes classical, Dixieland, swing, etc.    



  
Toys For Needy Children Program 

The explorers of Post #199, stationed at the 
Wisconsin Rapids Police Department, would like to 
announce that the Toys for Needy Children 
Program is now up and running after a twelve year 
absence from our area.  This program previously 
ran during the old Explorer Post #199, which was 
disbanded in 1997.  Now in 2014 the Post is 
running again and trying to bring back this 
opportunity to help families in our local community.  
Please help in the Post’s endeavors to assist 
families that may not have enough money to buy 
Christmas presents and food this holiday season.  
You can help by donating money or a check  to 
Wisconsin Rapids Explorers, Post #199 and 
sending it to Wisconsin Rapids Explorers, Post 
#199, Officer Brandon Abbott, Post Advisor, 
Police Department, 444 West Grand Avenue, 
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495.  

 
Ruby’s Pantry 

Ruby’s Pantry Food Distribution takes place the 
third Saturday of each month (January 17) at East 
Gate Alliance Church, 2203 East Becker Road, 
Marshfield, WI.  The food distribution is available 
for anyone regardless of financial income or place 
of residence.  Registration begins at 8:00 a.m. and 
food distribution begins at 9:00 a.m. until 
approximately 10:30 a.m.  Please bring two large 
boxes or baskets to put the items in.  The cost is 
$20 per share to cover the transportation cost of 
the food.  You will receive approximately 72# of 
food stuff which vary each month that are donated 
directly from manufacturers:  bread, chicken, 
potatoes, onions, cereal, milk, yogurt, pizza, etc.  
Questions please call 715-387-3654. 
 

LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRY 
Lutheran Hour radio program will no longer be 
heard on WFHR 1320 AM.  The Lutheran Hour will 
be on the following radio stations on Sunday: 
WAXX 104.5 FM at 6:30 a.m.; WDLB 1450 AM at 8 
a.m.; WDUX 92.7 FM at 8 a.m.; WSAU 99.9 FM at 
8:30 a.m.; WCWI at 9 a.m.; WRVM 101.3 at 10 
a.m. 
 January 4 – “Gospel Power for Personal 
Patience”  (Based on Luke 2:40-52) – Jesus 
teaches us to be patient and wait with hope in 
God’s promises. 
 January 11 – “Are You Qualified?” (Based on 
Romans 6:1-11) – God qualifies us for eternal life 
through our baptism into Christ’s death and 
resurrection. 

 January 18 – “The Antidote” (Based on John 
1:43-51) – Jesus is the antidote for our cynicism 
and doubt. 
 January 25 – “Just the Facts”  (Based on 
Isaiah 5:20-21) – God’s truth, as revealed in the 
Bible, remains true regardless of whether anyone 
believes it or not. 
 

Camp Luther News 

Cottage Retreats This Winter – Enjoy a cottage 
retreat at Camp Luther this winter.  Our cottages 
have everything you will need for a relaxing 
getaway in the midst of God’s beautiful creation.  
Spend the day cross country skiing or snowshoeing 
then settle in for a cozy evening next to the 
fireplace.  Stay for a weekend or a week.  Camp 
Luther offering a special rate that is 25% off of our 
regular rate from now until to April 30th.   
 
Family Flurry Retreat  (February 6-8) – Bundle up 
and bring the family for a weekend of winter 
activities and growing together in faith.  Families 
can join in our staff led activities or do things on 
your own.  There is something for all ages.  
Activities include tubing, broomball, snow shoeing, 
cross country skiing, Bible study and devotions. 
 
Registration For Summer Camp 2015  is just 
around the corner!  Camp Luther summer camp 
dates will be up on our website soon.  Register 
early for your favorite dates and housing locations.  
Camp Luther will begin accepting registrations 
January 1 at www.campluther.com. 
 

Year-end Giving 
One week and 2014 will be behind us as December 
31st is fast approaching.  December 31st is also the 
end of the time that you can make tax-advantaged 
gifts to Immanuel for 2014.  Please prayerfully 
consider how you can honor God with a year-end 
gift to help support or continue supporting the 
ministry here at Immanuel Lutheran Church.  Your 
donation may come in different forms:  cash or a 
check; an appreciated investment; an IRA or a 
required IRA distribution; appreciated stock that it is 
time to sell; a gift of real estate or other assets.  If 
you have questions, please check in with our 
bookkeeper at cmuraski@immanuelrapids.com or 
afternoons at 715.423.3260.  It is always advisable 
to check in with your tax advisor as you consider 
what God is calling you to do.  

 



  

Health Event at Riverview 
Arthritis Support Group  will meet Tuesday, 
January 6 from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. at Riverview 
Medical Center’s lower level conference room.  The 
meeting will feature “Reiki & Reflexology”, 
presented by Joe and Gaylee Leazott, Reiki Master 
& Reflexology Practitioners.  Attendees will learn 
reiki and reflexology are used to manage the pain 
and mobility issues of arthritis.  Attendance is free 
and no registration is needed.  New members and 
support persons are always welcome. 
 
 

Help and Hope for Aging 
On Saturday, March 21, 2015, St. Luke’s Lutheran 
Church Stephen Ministry will be hosting an event 
that addresses issues related to Aging.  This event 
will be helpful to aging individuals and their families.  
Proposed topics planned are:   
• What to expect as loved ones age and can no 

longer care for themselves. 
• Recognizing, preventing, strategies for 

caregiver stress/burden; role reversal and 
maintain dignity. 

• What does power attorney mean?  How to 
activate the Power of Attorney?  What are 
resources available for elderly and their 
caregivers? 

• Spiritual Care for elderly “Where do I find 
hope?” to include information about providing 
the message that God loves them, addressing 
spiritual distress (need for forgiveness, torn 
relationships). 

Specific details are in the works and will be made 
available in the near future. 
 

Foster Care 
Every kid needs somebody, why not you?  Become 
a foster parent for the Wood County Human 
Services Department!  As we enter the season of 
looking into our hearts and being thankful for all 
that we have, we have many children who need a 
safe and caring home to rest their heads.  We are 
seeking families to provide short or long term care 
to a child or sibling group.  If you have a desire to 
nurture a child and you feel called to care for 
children who have lived through difficult 
experiences, then you are ready to consider 
becoming a foster parent.  Please contact Wood 
County Human Services foster care coordinators, 
Jean Rader at 715-421-8600 or Grace Bauer at 
715-387-6374 for further information. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  

 

JANUARY 

BIRTHDAYS 

Connie Hoefs 01/01 

Ty McElroy 01/01 

Julie Millard 01/01 

Joan Miller 01/01 

Austin Ringer 01/01 

Danika Karnatz 01/02 

Kristin LaBarge 01/02 

Darin Ringer 01/02 

Ann Hoefs 01/03 

Jason Schillinger 01/03 

C. J. Eichhorn 01/04 

Tracy Hauke 01/04 

Clayton Heuer 01/04 

Ross Taschner 01/04 

Peggy Wendlick 01/04 

Abias Wilhorn 01/04 

Elaine Gessert 01/05 

Sherri Hahn 01/05 

Wally Huf 01/05 

Donna Koopman 01/05 

Devon McMahon 01/05 

Emily Schreiber 01/05 

Sara Turbin 01/05 

Penny Droste 01/06 

Donna McMahon 01/06 

Dawn Raasch 01/06 

Dennis Gruetzmacher Sr.   01/07 

Shirley Jacobson 01/07 

Lori Kundert 01/07 

Pauline Zanow 01/07 

Shirley A. Kussman 01/08 

Blake Olinyk 01/08 

Bryden Straka 01/08 

Rose Uher 01/08 

Brenda Challoner 01/09 

Sam Storlie 01/09 

Kareen  Benkowski 01/10 

Charles Foley 01/10 

Kim Kosik 01/10 



  
Roger Plowman 01/10 

Richard Ross 01/10 

Nancy Schmidt 01/10 

Zach Walczak 01/10 

Lynette Wilson 01/10 

Dee Zager 01/10 

Lucas Black 01/11 

Kyle Fillmore 01/11 

Barb Grohs 01/11 

John Krings 01/11 

Hannah Plowman 01/11 

Ted Voelker 01/11 

Doug Andres 01/12 

Michelle Flaminio 01/12 

Devon Hickey 01/12 

Jack Wenzel 01/12 

Tanya Cassiani 01/13 

Gary Florence 01/13 

Jared Halbur 01/13 

Emily Schanock 01/13 

Kris Ahles 01/14 

Mitzi Feutz 01/14 

Toni Haefner 01/14 

Molly Karnatz 01/14 

Taylor Pisula 01/14 

Patrice Taschner 01/14 

Amber Walczak 01/14 

Matt Bates 01/15 

Josh Dahl 01/15 

Savannah Owen 01/15 

Joshua Brown Jr. 01/16 

Aaron Konichek 01/16 

Brianna Shaurette 01/16 

Wayne Joosten 01/17 

Debbra Kedrowski 01/17 

Tiffannyann Worzella 01/17 

Vern Gumz 01/18 

Skye Manning 01/18 

Roger Sanger 01/18 

Jan Gellerman 01/19 

Gene Kussman 01/19 

Paula Tesch 01/19 

Sue Ansorge 01/20 

Dale Pruss 01/20 

Tyler Rusch 01/20 

Emma Schillinger 01/20 

Mike Habeck 01/21 

Lisa Harvey 01/21 

Jon Hofer 01/21 

Kelly Kassien 01/21 

Tracy Saeger 01/21 

Kelly Gruetzmacher 01/22 

Lucas Stoflet 01/22 

Allen Andreasen 01/23 

Lorraine Gansch 01/23 

Audrey E. Pruss 01/23 

Adam Rosenthal 01/23 

Gordon Timm Jr. 01/23 

Tony Belanger 01/24 

Cynthia Knorr 01/24 

Logan Vollert 01/24 

Jeremy Aaseng 01/25 

Kraig Ashbeck 01/25 

Lee Kauth 01/25 

Michael Moon 01/25 

Amy Stromley 01/25 

Nicole Fancher 01/26 

Lois Gellerman 01/26 

Melissa Sanchez 01/26 

Scott Stoflet 01/26 

Robert Wilhorn 01/26 

Max Blanchard 01/27 

Katie Johnson 01/27 

Kathleen Marti 01/27 

Irv Vollert 01/27 

Elaine Weckwerth 01/27 

Roy Fiegel 01/28 

Jamie Fota 01/28 

Mike Kukler 01/28 

Larry Haefner 01/29 

Jennifer Koth 01/29 

Andrew MacPherson 01/29 

Hailey Sawaska 01/29 

Todd Bloomfield 01/30 

Scott Johnson Jr. 01/30 

Isabella Pinney 01/30 

Julie Pruss 01/30 

Matt Rusch 01/30 

James Merriman 01/31 

Lauren Schillinger 01/31 

Ben Walters 01/31 

 


